
JAY AND SHARON ROCKEFELLER MOURN THE 

LOSS OF SENATOR ROBERT C. BYRD 
 

Washington, D.C. – Senator Jay Rockefeller and his wife, Sharon, today joined 

West Virginians and people across the country in remembering the life and legacy 

of Senator Robert C. Byrd.  

 

“It has been my greatest privilege to serve with Robert C. Byrd in the United States 

Senate. I looked up to him, I fought next to him, and I am deeply saddened that he 

is gone,” Senator Rockefeller said. “He leaves a void that simply can never be 

filled. But I am lifted by the knowledge of his deep and abiding faith in God, I 

have joy in the thought of him reunited with his dear Erma, and I am proud 

knowing that his moving life story and legacy of service and love for West 

Virginia will live on.  

 

“Senator Byrd came from humble beginnings in the southern coalfields, was raised 

by hard-working West Virginians, and triumphantly rose to the heights of power in 

America. But he never forgot where he came from nor who he represented, and he 

never abused that power for his own gain.  

 

“My lasting thoughts and innermost prayers are with his family, his staff, the 

people of West Virginia, and all those who loved him.” 
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